
AIAA Design Build Fly 

The AIAA Design Build Fly is a radio con-
trolled airplane competition sponsored by 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA), Cessna Aircraft Co., 
and Raytheon Missile Systems. The com-
petition is intended to challenge college 
students to design, build, and fly a radio 
controlled airplane that can complete spe-
cific missions. The competition 
rules and missions change every 
year and the different university 
teams take different approaches 
to the competition. Additionally, 
the teams are required to submit 
a comprehensive design report 
detailing the most important as-
pects of their designs. 

The complete 
aircraft, less 
radio transmit-
ter, must fit 
into a com-
mercially avail-
able piece of 
carry-on lug-

gage.  For this reason all aircraft are de-
signed to be broken down for transporta-
tion. 


